
CITY OF MASON 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES OF APRIL 4, 2022 
 

Mayor Whipple called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 201 W. Ash Street, Mason, 
Michigan.  Mayor Pro Tem Brown led the Pledge of Allegiance and offered the invocation. 
 
Present: Councilmembers:  Brown, Clark, Droscha, Ferris, Schaffer, Vogel, Whipple 
Absent: None 
Also present: Deborah S. Stuart, City Manager, Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Karla Ruest, 2205 S. Meridian Road introduced to the Council and let them know that she was 

running for County Commissioner 

• Mary Louks, 624 S. Barnes Street came to urge the Council to support Resolution 2022-14 

Commemoration of Pride Month 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
MOTION by Droscha second by Clark, 
to approve the Consent Calendar as presented 

 

A. Minutes: 
1. Approve Minutes of Regular Council Meeting March 21, 2022 

B. Correspondence: 
1. Receipt of City Attorney’s Report Dated March 31, 2022 
2. Receipt of Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget 

C. Financials: 
1. Approve Bills in the Amount of $76,756.42 
2. Resolution 2022-12:  Approval of the Submission to Representative Slotkin for a Federal 

Funding Request for the Proposed Department of Public Works and Mason Public 
Schools Bus Garage Joint Facility 

 
CITY OF MASON 

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2022-12 
 

APPROVAL OF THE SUBMISSION TO REPRESENTATIVE SLOTKIN  
FOR A FEDERAL FUNDING REQUEST  

FOR THE PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND  
MASON PUBLIC SCHOOL BUS GARAGE JOINT FACILITY 

 
April 4, 2022 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Mason is a party to a 2011 Administrative Consent Order with the State of Michigan that requires taking 
action to reduce infiltration and inflow to eliminate sanitary sewer overflows which requires the City to expand their existing 
wastewater treatment plant; and 
 
WHEREAS, expansion of that wastewater treatment requires the Department of Public Works Facility to be relocated prior to the 
full expansion of the wastewater treatment plant as determined by the Mason Wastewater Feasibility Study completed in 2018; 
  
WHEREAS, the current Department of Public Works Facility is undersized for the needs of the community, was built in 1960 and 
is beyond its useful life; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mason Public School’s Bus Garage is also undersized for their needs, was built in 1978 and is beyond its useful life 
no longer meeting building codes as determined by a Transportation Center Facility Audit in 2015; and  
  
WHEREAS, the City Council of Mason desire resourceful use of tax dollars and believes a combination facility with provide 
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efficiencies for both entities and the tax payer, creating a model for other communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason included coordinated public services in its adopted Master Plan in 2014 as key to future land use; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason approved this project (CIP Project: 2020-B4b) in its adopted Capital Improvement Program 
since 2020 as a priority project and anticipates the total project cost to be over $7,000,000; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason has approved funding for the design of the facility which is currently underway to ensure the 
project will be shovel ready by Federal Fiscal Year 2023; and     
 
WHEREAS, the new joint facility will have significant impact on the Mason community by creating long term efficiencies in 
operational costs that will service the residents more effectively for years to come, while creating a model for resilience and 
partnership for other communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of tax dollars towards infrastructure investments like this has been proven by most economist to be a sound 
use of tax dollars and prepares communities for the long term while creating immediate jobs during construction; and 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of Mason support these urgent improvements to allow for the expansion of the plant, but have concerns 
about their ability to afford those improvements, especially following a pandemic; and  
 
WHEREAS, unique partnerships like this project create many challenges when financing the facility creating barriers to these types 
of partnership even if they are a more efficient use of tax dollars.   
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council designates the City of Mason Department of Public Works/ Mason Public 
School Bus Garage Joint Facility as the number one priority project for the residents of the City of Mason; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council commits to providing the required match directly or through the partnership with 
Mason Public Schools for 25% of the project costs (anticipated to be $1,750,000) if awarded the appropriation; and  
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, hereby authorizes the City Manager to submit a funding application and all other necessary 
documents to Representative Slotkin as one of the Community Projects she will request an appropriation for. 

 
3. Resolution 2022-13:  Approval of the Submission to Senator Peters for a Federal Funding 

Request for the Proposed Department of Public Works and Mason Public School Bus 
Garage Joint Facility  

 
CITY OF MASON 

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2022-13 
 

APPROVAL OF THE SUBMISSION TO SENATOR PETERS 
FOR A FEDERAL FUNDING REQUEST  

FOR THE PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND  
MASON PUBLIC SCHOOL BUS GARAGE JOINT FACILITY 

 
April 4, 2022 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason is a party to a 2011 Administrative Consent Order with the State of Michigan that requires taking 
action to reduce infiltration and inflow to eliminate sanitary sewer overflows which requires the City to expand their existing 
wastewater treatment plant; and 
 
WHEREAS, expansion of that wastewater treatment requires the Department of Public Works Facility to be relocated prior to the 
full expansion of the wastewater treatment plant as determined by the Mason Wastewater Feasibility Study completed in 2018; 
  
WHEREAS, the current Department of Public Works Facility is undersized for the needs of the community, was built in 1960 and 
is beyond its useful life; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mason Public School’s Bus Garage is also undersized for their needs, was built in 1978 and is beyond its useful life 
no longer meeting building codes as determined by a Transportation Center Facility Audit in 2015; and  
  
WHEREAS, the City Council of Mason desire resourceful use of tax dollars and believes a combination facility with provide 
efficiencies for both entities and the tax payer, creating a model for other communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason included coordinated public services in its adopted Master Plan in 2014 as key to future land use; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Mason approved this project (CIP Project: 2020-B4b) in its adopted Capital Improvement Program 
since 2020 as a priority project and anticipates the total project cost to be over $7,000,000; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason has approved funding for the design of the facility which is currently underway to ensure the 
project will be shovel ready by Federal Fiscal Year 2023; and     
 
WHEREAS, the new joint facility will have significant impact on the Mason community by creating long term efficiencies in 
operational costs that will service the residents more effectively for years to come, while creating a model for resilience and 
partnership for other communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of tax dollars towards infrastructure investments like this has been proven by most economist to be a sound 
use of tax dollars and prepares communities for the long term while creating immediate jobs during construction; and 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of Mason support these urgent improvements to allow for the expansion of the plant, but have concerns 
about their ability to afford those improvements, especially following a pandemic; and  
 
WHEREAS, unique partnerships like this project create many challenges when financing the facility creating barriers to these types 
of partnership even if they are a more efficient use of tax dollars.   
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council designates the City of Mason Department of Public Works/ Mason Public 
School Bus Garage Joint Facility as the number one priority project for the residents of the City of Mason; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council commits to providing the required match directly or through the partnership with 
Mason Public Schools for 25% of the project costs (anticipated to be $1,750,000) if awarded the appropriation; and  
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, hereby authorizes the City Manager to submit a funding application and all other necessary documents 
to Senator Peters as one of the Community Projects he will request an appropriation for. 

 
D. Other: 

1. Authorization for the Mayor to Provide a Letter of Support to Congresswoman Slotkin 
on Behalf of the City Council for the Appropriation Request Submitted by the Ingham 
County Fairgrounds to Construct a New Grandstand 

 

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Confirmation of the Appointment by the City Manager of Mark Wriggelsworth as Police Chief 

 

 MOTION by Brown, second by Droscha, 
to confirm the Appointment by the City Manager of Mark Wriggelsworth as Police Chief 

  
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

B.  Resolution 2022-14:  Commemoration of Pride Month (Councilmember Vogel) 

 

MOTION by Schaffer, second by Vogel, 
to adopt Resolution 2022-14:  Commemoration of Pride Month 

 
CITY OF MASON 

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2022-14 
 

COMMEMORATION OF PRIDE MONTH 
 

April 4, 2022 
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WHEREAS, the Mason City Council stands in solidarity with the LBGTQI+ community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason affirms the rights of all humans to live as their authentic selves; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Stonewall Inn opened in March 1967 at 53 Christopher Street in the Greenwich Village neighborhood of New 
York City; the neighborhood of Greenwich Village, and establishments like the Stonewall Inn, served as a sanctuary from 
persecution by police and society at large for members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer community as well 
as homeless and gay youth; and 
  
WHEREAS, during the time around the opening of the Stonewall Inn, many state and local governments, including New York 
City, criminalized how LGBTQ+ individuals express their identities and relationships, which resulted in LGBTQ+ individuals 
frequently being harassed by law enforcement, including the New York City Police Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the early morning hours on June 28, 1969, the NYPD raided the Stonewall Inn and arrested many patrons; and 
 
WHEREAS, brave individuals, particularly transgender women of color, stood up to injustice the night of June 28, 1969, which 
sparked an uprising against the NYPD, with confrontations and protests at the Stonewall Inn and the surrounding area lasting 
until July 3, 1969; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Stonewall Uprising empowered thousands of LGBTQ+ individuals to come out publicly as they stood up for their 
community the night of June 28, 1969, and thereafter; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 27–28, 1970, members of the LGBTQ+ community commemorated the first anniversary of Stonewall and 
reaffirmed the solidarity of the LGBTQ+ community by organizing the first Pride marches and celebrations in New York City, San 
Francisco, Chicago, and Los Angeles; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Stonewall Uprising is remembered and celebrated every year in June during “LGBTQ+ Pride Month;” and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2016, President Barack Obama designated the site of the uprisings—Stonewall Inn, Christopher Park and the 
surrounding streets and sidewalks—a national monument in recognition of the area’s contribution to gay rights; and 
 
WHEREAS, World Pride was inaugurated in June 2019 in the United States in New York City to commemorate the Stonewall 
Uprising, bringing representatives of the global LGBTQ+ community together to recognize these historic events; and 
 
WHEREAS, despite the progress made over the last five decades, members of the LGBTQI+ community have experienced biased 
policing and are still at significant risk of violence and discrimination; and 
 
WHEREAS, according to the annual hate crimes report published by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, LGBTQI+ individuals, 
particularly LGBTQI+ individuals of color, continue to be the target of bias-motivated violence; and 
 
WHEREAS, not less than 100 transgender individuals, primarily women of color, have been murdered in the United States since 
the beginning of 2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, no individual in the United States should have to fear being the target of violence because of who they are or who 
they love; and  
 
WHEREAS,  we call upon the people of Mason to recognize the achievements of the LGBTQI+ community, to celebrate the great 
diversity of the American people, and wave their flags of pride high.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mason City Council recognizes PRIDE and commends the bravery, solidarity, and 
resiliency of the LGBTQI+ community in the face of violence and discrimination; and stands with you in the continuous fight for 
equity; and  
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that June 2022 will be recognized as Pride Month in the City of Mason, Michigan; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we pledge to continue our efforts in creating and maintaining a city that provides equal 
opportunity, fair treatment, and human dignity for all people; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED,  that the City of Mason encourages everyone to participate in the statewide Pride month and urges 
participation in local Pride Events and Activities. 

 

Yes (4) Brown, Ferris, Schaffer, Vogel,  
No (3) Clark, Droscha, Whipple 

 

MOTION APPROVED 
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COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS 

• Vogel reported that the Historic District Commission will be meeting on Thursday, April 7, 2022. 

• Ferris announced that the Arbor Day Celebration will take place on Friday, April 29, 2022, at Noon at 
Maple Grove Cemetery. 

 
MANAGER’S REPORT: (3/31/2022) 

• Manager Stuart reported that we have received no bids for the Library Renovation and Water Treatment 
Plant Replacement Valve projects. Stuart stated that she will be presenting a revision of the City’s 
Purchasing policy for the council to consider that if the City receives no bids that the staff could move 
forward working directly with contractors.  Schaffer suggested staff evaluate the library moving into the 
police department are of City Hall and they be relocated to the new DPW to save money.      

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk                   


